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Introduction to Animal Bioscience

Animal Bioscience (AB) is an international journal first published in 1988 under the title Asian-
Australasian Journal of Animal Sciences (AJAS) by the Asian-Australasian Association of Ani-
mal Production Societies (AAAP). Since then, it has continued its publication journey. The 
current journal title was adopted in 2021. I was invited to become the Editor-in-Chief (EIC) of 
AJAS in 2001, which has been my second job since then and my sole volunteer activity after re-
tirement from Seoul National University in 2013.

According to a previous report [1], the idea of an official international journal publication 
was not well accepted initially by the AAAP member countries, perceiving no real need for 
such a journal and the absence of a firm belief in the success of such publication activities in 
Asia. However, a few dedicated frontier scientists led by Professor. In K. Han, the first EIC, turned 
AJAS into one of the most respected global journals in the animal science category. As expect-
ed, collecting the manuscripts during the early days was challenging. The journal received less 
than 50 manuscripts in the first year. However, the annual count rose to almost 1,000 in a few 
years. Presently, authors from more than 50 countries have chosen AB to report their research 
work. China and Korea are the major contributing countries, similar to the case with many 
other international journals. Approximately 70% of submissions are from the AAAP member 
countries, with the remaining 30% from the non-AAAP region.

The journal has made a tremendous improvement in citation frequency. When first indexed 
by the SCIE in 1997, the impact factor (IF) of AJAS was below 0.1, which increased to 2.7 in 
2021. The total number of citations in the first year was less than 100, increasing to almost 9,000 
in 2021, an approximately 100-fold increase over the past 25 years [2]. Since AB began to pub-
lish articles with a new title in 2021 and IF is calculated based on citations in the last 2 years, 
the first IF of AB will be released sometime in June 2023. The IF of AB will likely be lower than 
that of AJAS in the next few years due to the shorter exposure time of AB. However, it will not 
influence the combined journal IF significantly.

Major Turning Points for Journal Advancement

During the last 20-some years, while I have been in the position of EIC of AJAS and AB, a 

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.6087/kcse.289&domain=pdf


My editorial journey at Animal Bioscience

https://www.escienceediting.org Sci Ed 2023;10(1):96-99  |  97

marked advancement has been made in the reputation of the 
journal. I consider the following few key events contributed 
the most to this advancement.

Online journal publication
I must consider the adoption of the online journal publication 
platform in 2006 as the most important event, which greatly 
influenced almost every aspect of journal publication. One of 
the major tasks in 2001, as I began my EIC term, was reduc-
ing the workload of handling hard-copy manuscripts and re-
sponding to authors mostly via hard-copy letters. Commercial 
online platforms were not used widely in Korea in those days. 
We had instead to commission a local information technolo-
gy company to develop a system for manuscript handling sys-
tem. Needless to say, as a result, the platform helped speed up 
the entire manuscript handling process with much more sat-
isfaction from all stakeholders, including authors, reviewers, 
editors, and staff. I, with the other editorial members, noticed 
a sizable increase in manuscript submission with much easier 
recruitment of reviewers after the initiation of the online sub-
mission system. I am sure that recent high international jour-
nal exposure and citation frequency is mainly thanks to the 
shift from conventional hard copy to an online submission 
system. Of course, the system saved much of my own time, 
enabling me to devote myself to other matters, such as the 
long- and short-term planning of the affairs of AB. I recall the 
original online system was replaced by the new current sub-
mission system in 2014.

New publication technologies
Another issue was keeping pace with the ever-developing 
publication technology. Frankly, although I did not have 
much experience in journal publication and editing when I 
was asked to take the EIC position, I knew that tremendous 
developments were occurring worldwide in journal publica-
tion. I could gain new technologies and ideas through two 
science editor organizations: the Korean Council of Science 
Editors (KCSE) and the Council of Asian Science Editors 
(CASE). Involvement in these organizations gave me tremen-
dous momentum for the journal quality advancement of the 
AB. In addition, attending international meetings such as the 
Council of Science Editors (CSE) in the United States and the 
European Association of Science Editors (EASE) became a 
valuable experience, which helped me to prepare plans for the 
future of the journal.

Indexing by global databases
Registering to major international databases was another cru-
cial step to enhance journal exposure for global readership 
and citation frequency. We observed that the IF of AJAS was 

notably enhanced a few years after the beginning of journal 
coverage by some databases such as PubMed Central. Cur-
rently, AB is indexed by most global databases, including Web 
of Science, Scopus, PubMed Central, Directory of Open Ac-
cess Journals (DOAJ), ScienceCentral, EBSCO, and Chemical 
Abstracts. In addition, adopting an open-access policy in 2014 
was a meaningful change, as we joined many other interna-
tional journals in the global movement of free-access research 
output. We are fortunate to collect over 1,000 yearly submis-
sions in a few years despite several competing international 
journals in animal science that have recently emerged in Asia. 
We consider the coverage by these databases positively influ-
enced the reputation of the journal and, hence, manuscript 
submission.

Journal title change
The title of our official journal has been changed from “Asian-
Australasian Journal of Animal Sciences” to “Animal Biosci-
ence,” effective from January 2021. The title was a bit too long 
earlier and led the authors to avoid citing AJAS because of the 
complexity of its name. After a few years of discussion, we fi-
nally decided to adopt the name “Animal Bioscience.” Al-
though it took almost an entire year to complete the title 
change process, the change will help us enhance the brand 
identity of the journal, secure international leadership, and 
perhaps cover the diverse interests of the animal industry and 
academia in the long run.

On the other hand, we had to undergo a few tough times 
for many prearrangements due to the title change. There re-
quired many preparations such as modification in journal 
style and format and online system and arrangement with all 
existing databases for continued coverage. Although we ex-
pected manuscript submission and journal IF might go down 
to some extent, the title change resulted in a much more se-
vere impact than anticipated on both parameters. Especially, 
manuscript submission went down by almost 50% with 
slightly less influence on citation frequency. We hope these 
are temporary and will see more positive effects of journal ti-
tle change within a few years.

Science editors’ organizations
One of my most valuable experiences as EIC thus far has been 
my involvement in creating KCSE, which was founded on 
September 21, 2011, with a vision to improve the qualities and 
international status of scientific journals published in Korea. 
Since its founding, this vision has been pursued through the 
concerted efforts of academic journal editors. I have been 
thrilled to see KCSE grow, thanks to full support from many 
scientific journals in Korea, with nearly 350 member journals 
as of September 2022. This rapid progress was possible pri-
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marily because of the dedication of the executive board mem-
bers. Professor Jung Il Jin, the first president, was instrumen-
tal in securing a solid ground for the organization with con-
tinued dedicated service by Professors Jong Kyu Ha (the sec-
ond president), Hyung Soon Kim (the third president), and 
Sun Huh (the fourth and current president). Of course, with-
out the strong support from member societies and individu-
als, the success of KCSE would not have been possible. My as-
sociation with KCSE provided an excellent opportunity to 
learn about new publishing technologies and trends through 
personal communication with fellow editors and meetings 
and training sessions, where I was acquainted with many ex-
perts from local journals and international organizations such 
as CSE, EASE, and CASE.

One of the major flagships of a collaborative effort by the 
KCSE has been the creation of CASE in 2014. For several 
years, the KCSE prioritized scholarly exchange among editors 
in Asia. On October 1, 2013, a group of 18 editorial represen-
tatives from several Asian countries gathered at the Korean 
Federation of Science and Technology Societies (KOFST) and 
agreed that an organization dedicated to the advancement of 
scientific research publication across Asia is needed. Thus, 
CASE was conceived. After a year of preparation, the council 
was established officially during the Asian Science Editors’ 
Conference and Workshop 2014 at KOFST on July 2, 2014. 
CASE aims to improve the quality of scientific journals pub-
lished in Asia through consulting and sharing information on 
editing and publishing and become a counterpart to existing 
international science editors’ associations. Thus far, CASE or-
ganized seven Asian Science Editors’ Conferences and Work-
shop, which served as a platform for Asian editors to ex-
change views and knowledge on journal publication and edit-
ing. In addition, it is one major outcome of joint efforts be-
tween CASE and KCSE to formulate the formation of national 
editors’ organizations in Vietnam, Indonesia, and Malaysia. 
We certainly look forward to seeing the continued role of 
CASE in fostering more countries in Asia as a member.

Short-term and long-term plan
The recent outstanding journal quality improvement was, to 
an extent, due to the recently completed 7-year development 
program, i.e., the “AJAS 2020 program” from 2014 to 2020. 
We adopted many innovative editorial and journal manage-
ment measures during the program period. The systems and 
programs applied to AJAS during this period include DOI, 
ORCID, CrossMark, CrossCheck, Cited-by, and information 
on Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) 
or Institutional Review Board (IRB). All these measures con-
tributed to the enhancement of journal visibility and citation 
frequency substantially. Total citations increased 4.7 times re-

flecting a similar level of increase in IF, which boosted the 
ranking from 37% to 78%, which is high enough to qualify as 
a Q1 journal [3]. One additional thing I like to mention is that 
EIC should not hesitate to seek advice from internal and ex-
ternal experts. Checking the publication system in parts or its 
entirety through consultation gave us a good opportunity to 
review our system and make a proper development program.

Teamwork
For successful journal publication, continued and dedicated 
efforts by many stakeholders are required. In particular, small 
society journals such as AB cannot expect enough financial 
and manpower support from the society, which requires dedi-
cation from many volunteers. It was fortunate that at AB we 
were able to recruit many individuals who were willing to be 
involved in journal publication, a strong asset for AB. In addi-
tion to a formal editorial committee, we have a group of asso-
ciate editors, formerly members of technical committee, re-
sponsible for handling manuscripts of their expertise. These 
are the key members who keep track of the manuscript flow, 
making sure manuscripts under review fall within the techni-
cal and ethical standards of the journal. On the other hand, in 
meetings of EIC, Co-EIC, and Deputy EIC, we discuss most 
of the short- and long-term plans and pending issues coinci-
dent with the preparation of the guidelines needed at AB.

Concluding Remark

Looking back on my career as the EIC of AJAS and AB, these 
20-some years were challenging, but at the same time reward-
ing period for me. I am happy to see the development of AJAS 
and AB where I was able to contribute to the development of 
this journal. However, I would think that I and all members of 
AB should not satisfy with a small success and we should 
bring continued innovation to maintain as a leading journal 
in the ever-changing global publication environment. I be-
lieve that AB should be able to provide the best content to be-
come a highly prestigious and respected journal. Continued 
efforts are required to invite high-quality articles. Further-
more, AB should be able to provide a global standard system 
to stakeholders such as authors, reviewers, and the general 
public for efficient and easy access to AB.

From my own experience, I suggest that editors try to obtain 
as much new information as possible from various resources. 
EASE, CASE, and other national and international publication 
organizations are excellent sources for this information. Addi-
tionally, editors must fully grasp the performance metrics of 
their journals. Any major change in metrics should be recog-
nized and proper measures taken at an early stage. It is always 
worthwhile to invest in the development of an efficient and 



My editorial journey at Animal Bioscience

https://www.escienceediting.org Sci Ed 2023;10(1):96-99  |  99

user-friendly system for authors, reviewers, readers, and other 
potential users. Equally important is establishing a good rela-
tionship with experts in your field and others, directly and in-
directly, related to the journal such as academic society, in-
dustry, and national and international organizations. Finally, I 
recommend that editors make both short- and long-term de-
velopmental plans with achievable and predictable targets. 
Periodic checks, equally important as the plan itself, will show 
you where you are and where you are heading.
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